Single unit activity in lateral reticular nucleus during cortically evoked masticatory movements in rabbits.
The activity pattern of the lateral reticular nucleus (LRN) neurones was analyzed during cortically evoked masticatory movements in anesthetized rabbits. Antidromic activation from the cerebellum and histological reconstruction of recorded neurones location from electrode tracks and microdrive readings were the criteria for neuronal identification. Tonic changes as well as rhythmic modulation of neuronal activity were found in a subpopulation of LRN cells during mastication. The same results were observed also in curarized rabbits during fictive mastication. These data support the view that LRN neurones are involved in a central mechanism controlling the masticatory movements.